In 1713 Captain James Ball purchased from Lord
Fairfax a 7,883-acre tract that lay on the east side of
the Blue Ridge south of Ashby Gap.When Captain
Ball died in 1754, his property was divided among
his daughter and five grandsons. James Ball
received 1,000 acres on which the present Sky
Meadows State Park visitor center is located.

John Edmonds, who had been a captain during the
American Revolution, purchased James Ball’s land in
1780.John’s son, George Edmonds, was given 250
acres of his father’s land in 1798. He moved to the
property with his wife and probably built the log
house and the frame section of what is now the
visitor center.

Issac Settle, a merchant, tavern keeper and a post-
master in nearby Paris, Va., purchased from George
Edmonds in 1810 a 171-acre tract that included the
site of the house. Isaac built the stone section of
what is now the visitor center and gave it to his son
Abner as a wedding present in 1835. A typical middle
class farmer of his time, he named the house Mount
Bleak, possibly because the building stands exposed
on a windy hilltop.

Abner Settle sold the farm after the Civil War to
Thomas and Emily Glascock.They sold the property
two years later to George M. Slater, who had been a
member of Mosby’s Rangers. Slater became
acquainted with the area as Mosby’s Rangers were
active around Ashby Gap during the war. Slater and
his son owned the farm until 1928.The land changed
hands several times during the following decades.

In 1966 a housing development was planned and the
property was divided into 50-acre lots. This scenic
area was saved through the actions of Paul Mellon.
Virginia State Parks received the 1,132-acre farm as
a gift from Mellon in 1975. After building facilities to
accommodate the public, the Commonwealth
opened Sky Meadows State Park in 1983.

A 248-acre corridor containing three miles of the
Appalachian Trail between the park and U.S. Route
50 was added in 1987.

An additional 462-acre section of the park opened
in 1991.This parcel also was a gift from Mellon.The
Virginia Outdoor Foundation was active in the
acquisition process. The farm contains a parcel of
land that was purchased from Lord Fairfax by George
Washington. During the 19th and 20th centuries, the
land had been farmed by a series of local families.

For both today and the future, visitors on foot and
horseback can enjoy this scenic historic area.

Frequent visitors save money

Annual passes for parking offer the frequent visitor
greater savings and are honored at all Virginia State
Parks. Stop by the park office for details.

Frequent visitors save money

Annual passes for parking and swimming offer the
frequent visitor greater savings. Stop by the park
office for details.

Virginia State Parks Reservation Center

To receive more information on Virginia State Parks
or to make a cabin or campsite reservation, call
1-800-933-PARK (or in the Richmond calling area
225-3867).

Join us in the parks -

DCR's Volunteer Program

DCR offers diverse opportunities for volunteers in
most state parks and natural areas throughout the
state. Inquire at the park office for details.

For more information, contact:
Sky Meadows State Park

11012 Edmonds Lane

Delaplane, Virginia 20144

(540) 592-3556

You can also visit our home page at
www.dcr.virginia.gov

<=DCR

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation

203 Governor St., Suite 302
Richmond, Virginia 23219
(800) 933-PARK 12/05
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Virginia State Parks provide
A Natural Legacy
of outdoor activities and
programs.They are an important
part of DCR’s efforts to promote
a strong conservation ethic.
These efforts ensure that the
best of Virginia’s natural
resources will be protected and
available for future generations.
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